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WELCOME TO SEASON 2023
Well, hasn’t time just flown by!! It wasn’t that long ago we were in the

midst of the season. If you are returning to the club from last year,

welcome back, if you are new to the Redbacks family, welcome!! The

2023 season is quickly approaching and the BFC Committee are

looking forward to seeing as many of you as possible have a great

season with the mighty Redbacks.

2023 REGISTRATIONS
Registrations for the 2023 season are open from January 4th, 2023.

Please read the following to help you through the registration

process. Anyone wishing to use the Active Kids Voucher please

ensure you register prior to commencing the registration process as

you need to enter the voucher number at the time of registration.

https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/transaction/apply-active-kids-voucher

You will also need a clear headshot photo, passport style to upload

during the registration process. (no caps or sunglasses).

Returning players will need to login and register at:

https://registration.dribl.com/club/941

New players are required to create an account / FFA Number at 

www.playfootball.com.au and then register via Dribl

Anyone wishing to Coach or Manage a team this year will require a

valid Working with Children check to complete their registration, this

can be applied for at: 

https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/transaction/apply-for-a-working-with-

children-check

Please have this process completed prior to registering as a coach or

manager. Registration is via https://registration.dribl.com/club/941

Our Early bird discount is available until 10th February, we

encourage everyone to register before this date to take advantage of

the lower registration fees for 2023. After this date, all costs will

increase by $30. We also have a family discount of $30 if you have

more than one family member playing.

Should you have any queries please email our Registrar, Jacqui

Alexander at: admin@blaxlandfootball.com

EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION PRICES

Under 5 to Under 8 (Born 2018, 2017, 2016, 2015) $150

Under 9 (Born 2014) $155

Under 10 to Under 11 (Born 2013 or 2012) $170

Under 12 (Born 2011) $200

Under 13 to Under 16 (Born 2010, 2009, 2008, 2007) $210

Under 17 to Under 18 (Born 2006 or 2005) $230

Age 19+ years - Intermediate, All Age, O/35 $340

COMMUNICATION
Communication from the club comes in various forms – Website,

Facebook and Email. Please make sure email addresses are correct

and that you regularly check either the Website or Facebook for

messages.

For those requiring information please note that at this time of year

our admin/registrar gets very busy with registrations, please ensure

you only make contact regarding registrations. If you require other

information, please contact the committee member your question

relates to. If they cannot assist, they will forward you to the

appropriate person.

There have been some minor changes in the committee with some

members stepping down and some taking on new roles. Please refer

below and also to our website www.blaxlandfootball.com to see our

current committee members and their contact details.

The Club welcomes anyone wishing to join the committee or assist in

any capacity. If you are interested in joining, please let us know at

secretary@blaxlandfootball.com

President

Steve Myhill president@blaxlandfootball.com

Vice President

Justin Harper vicepresident@blaxlandfootball.com

Registrar

Jacqui Alexander admin@blaxlandfootball.com

Secretary

Alanna Fenning secretary@blaxlandfootball.com

Competition Secretary

Aidan Morris competitionsecretary@blaxlandfootball.com

Treasurer

Bec Smythe treasurer@blaxlandfootball.com

Director of Coaching

Ben Coburn coaching@blaxlandfootball.com

Small Side Games Coordinator

Aaron Phillips ssgcoordinator@blaxlandfootball.com

Marketing Coordinator

Justin Harper marketing@blaxlandfootball.com

Canteen Coordinator

Rachel Lucy canteencoordinator@blaxlandfootball.com

Publicity Officer

Megan Russell publicity@blaxlandfootball.com

Fundraising Coordinator

Rachel Lucy fundraiser@blaxlandfootball.com

Property Officer

Ben Smythe propertyofficer@blaxlandfootball.com

Grounds Supervisor

Logan Myhill

General Committee Members

Jason Hunter Jason Martin

Michelle Shone Joe Wilson
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CALENDAR
January 2023

1 Jan Active kids program commences

4 Jan Registration commences

11 Jan     Girls Football - Come and Try Night - Time TBA

February 2023

7 Feb Clubhouse registration night @ St Johns 6pm – 8pm

8 Feb Under 10 Grading Night 6 - 7:15pm

Under 11 Grading Night 7 – 8:15pm

9 Feb Under 10 Grading Night 6 - 7:15pm

Under 11 Grading Night 7 – 8:15pm

10 Feb Early bird registration closes

11 Feb Late fees apply to registrations

19 Feb Muster Day U5-17 Age Groups 10am - 12:30pm

March 2023

1 Mar Coaches and Managers Meetings

11/12 Mar   Proposed Trial Games Weekend

18/19 Mar   Proposed Trial Games Weekend

25/26 Mar   Competition Starts

April 2023

29 Apr Under 4’s Miniroos Program Commences

August 2023

26/27 Aug  Finals Weekend

September 2023

9 Sept        Junior Presentation (Location to be advised)

16 Sept      Senior Presentation at Emu Sports Club

Grading will be undertaken for Under 10’s and U11’s. For U8 and U9

teams, the team will be graded as a whole. Please contact our

Director of Coaching - Ben Coburn coaching@blaxlandfootball.com if

you have any questions regarding this.

UNDER 4’S MINIROOS PROGRAM
We are happy to announce that the very successful and fun U4

Miniroos program is returning this season. It is open to ANY child

turning 4 in 2023. The cost of this program is still to be advised. This

cost includes a Miniroos participant pack (includes a bag, a football,

a customised t-shirt, an activity booklet and a sticker sheet) as well

as Redbacks training socks (no logos). Please note that you are

unable to use your Active Kids Voucher (AKV) for this program as

this is strictly for 4 year olds and AKV's are designed for students

enrolled at school between the ages of 5-18 years old.

The program will commence on Saturday 29th April 2023 - First

week of Term 2 and will operate from 8:30-9:15am on Saturday

mornings. Check out our Facebook page or Website for the link to

register. Feel free to contact our Small Side Games coordinator –

Aaron Phillips ssgcoordinator@blaxlandfootball.com if you have any

other questions regarding this program.

MERCHANDISE
We have a variety of new merchandise available for sale. If you are

interested in any of these please have a chat to someone at the club

on a Saturday and Sunday where we have sizing samples. You are

also able to purchase these items if we have them in stock or place

an order if they are not in stock.

Custom orders can include initials or names on the shirt, jacket or

bags. If your team has someone interested in sponsoring the team,

this can also be included as part of a team package.

Merchandise Prices
BFC Jacket $45 BFC Cap $25

BFC Polo Shirt $30 BFC Beanie $15

BFC T-Shirt $20 BFC Duffle Bag $40

BFC Shorts $25 BFC Boot Bag $20

BFC Socks $15 BFC Umbrella $25

*Player initials can be heat pressed onto most items for $5

Check out the full range of merchandise at the clubhouse!
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COACHING
Coaches play a crucial role in ensuring that football is an enjoyable

experience for everyone, no matter what level or age, as well as

laying the foundation for the development of better players. Blaxland

Football Club recommends that all coaches undertake the relevant

coaching course of the age they are coaching. This will help ensure a

consistent style of coaching across the club, which in turn helps with

player development across all divisions and ages.

U5-U9 COACHES

All coaches of teams from U5 to U9 must complete the Miniroo’s

Coaching Course – No exceptions. Nepean Football Association

(NFA) will be conducting courses prior to the season start. We advise

that even parents who may not be ‘officially’ the coach, to also

undertake the course so that they are able to assist their team’s

coach. You do not have to have played football to undertake the

course. The course is free and runs for 3 hours. Dates and times for

these courses have not yet been released by NFA. We will let you

know dates and times as soon as we can.

U9-All Age and Over 35’s COACHES

Below you will find the relevant coaching certificates for U9-AA

U9-U13 coaches undertake the Skills Training Certificate course.

U13-U17 coaches undertake the Game Training Certificate course.

U17-AA coaches undertake the Senior Coaching Certificate course.

Please use the following link to find an upcoming course.

https://www.playfootball.com.au/coach/find-a-course

The courses run for 14 hours over two days. The cost of all the

courses is approx. $100. The club will reimburse any coach that

undertakes the course and coaches a Blaxland FC team.

All coaches of Division 1 teams are required to have the

appropriate age specific qualification prior to the season

commencing. For teams that were in Division 2 last season and

finished in the top two positions after the home and away

competition, you will be playing Division 1 in 2023. The

Association will check Division 1 teams for coach accreditation

and those teams without an accredited coach will lose

competition points.

We want to support our coaches in the best way we can. We will be

looking at holding training and development sessions for all our

coaches. A bit of Coaching for Coaches!! At this stage we will be

holding 3 training nights throughout the season (Dates TBA).

You can find more coaching courses as well as coaching resources

under the Coach tab on the Play Football Website

https://www.playfootball.com.au/coach

Coaches, please remember that if you have any questions or would

like support at training or at the games, we are here to help you.

Please contact our Director of Coaching - Ben Coburn at

coaching@blaxlandfootball.com

COACHES AND MANAGERS
All coaches and managers must be registered through Dribl and

prior to team nominations at the end of February. As part of your

registration, all coaches and managers need to have a current and

valid Working With Children Check (WWCC). Please ensure this is

completed prior to starting your registration through Dribl.

All teams are required to have coaches and managers prior to team

nominations. If there is no qualified coach and no manager, then we

are unable to submit that team for registration with Nepean.

Team Sheets for all age groups will continue to be electronic through

the Dribl App. Further details for new coaches and managers will be

provided at the Coaches and Managers Night.

If you have any further questions regarding this, please contact our

Secretary – Alanna Fenning at secretary@blaxlandfootball.com

TRAINING
This year’s training schedule will be posted on our website when all

teams, including coaches and managers have been sorted. Please

stick to your allotted time and location once it has been advised.

PRE-SEASON TRAINING
Pre-season training will be happening for some of the older teams.

Please keep an eye out on our Facebook page and Website for more

details and wait to hear from your coach regarding details. Please

direct any questions regarding this to Ben Coburn at

coaching@blaxlandfootball.com

HELPING OUT…
No matter what team you are in, we need your help. We are a

community club, we are a family club, and this happens through the

help of everyone. A few times throughout the season, your team will

be scheduled to help in the canteen and cook the BBQ. It is only for

a few hours each time, but we do need you to volunteer your time to

help not only your team, but the club. Your coach and manager will

be notified of when you are scheduled on to help and they will

organise the schedule for the day.

Thank you in advance for doing your part to help out!!

https://www.playfootball.com.au/coach/find-a-course
https://www.playfootball.com.au/coach
mailto:coaching@blaxlandfootball.com
mailto:secretary@blaxlandfootball.com
mailto:coaching@blaxlandfootball.com


THE REDBACK
JANUARY 2023

WHAT TEAM WILL I BE IN?
This is a question that everyone wants an answer to, and that is

understandable. Explained below is the process the club goes

through to organise teams to ensure everyone plays at the best

possible level they can; that teams are competitive and that everyone

enjoys playing football.

Under 5’s to Under 7’s is non-competitive. No scores are recorded,

teams are not in divisions, and clubs are grouped in geographical

areas to ensure minimum travel on game day. In these ages, you can

request to play with friends. As a club we will do what we can to

accommodate this, but it is not always possible due to team

numbers. We do not grade in any of these age groups.

Under 8’s and Under 9’s are non-competitive, and again you can

request to play with friends, the increase in team numbers from U7’s

to U8’s means that we combine teams and again, the club will do

what we can to accommodate players requests, but it is based on

team numbers. In these age groups, teams are graded as a whole

and are grouped together with similar ability teams.

(Please see below extract from Nepean FA regarding this)

Under 10’s and Under 11’s are still non-competitive but player

grading is undertaken. In accordance with our Junior Grading Policy,

https://www.blaxlandfootball.com/club-resources/junior-grading-policy/

Blaxland FC will grade players in the U10 and U11 age groups to

help with the team nomination for Season 2023 as well as the

preparation for U12’s. Grading all U10 players and consulting with

last season’s coach, helps the club nominate the most appropriate

level for each team. For U10’s, we are happy for players to continue

to play with their friends, no matter what their skill ability. U11’s

players will be graded on their ability and placed in the appropriate

team based on their ability. This is to allow similar ability players to

train and play with players of a similar level to help them develop as

footballers. If a player should choose to play with friends, they can

opt to do so, but they will be playing in the lower grade with their

friends. The friends will not be placed in the higher graded team.

Please refer to the following extract from Nepean Football

Associations 2023 Registration Guidelines & Procedures -

Grading for Non-Competition Teams in 2023 regarding the

process for the grading of Under 8’s to Under 11’s.

Teams from U8 to U11 will be nominated by their clubs, into ability

groups to ensure a more even “like for like” playing experience. It is

important to note that we are not suggesting, asking or insisting that

clubs run trials for players to be graded into a specific team. As well

as being regarded by NFA as an unnecessary stress to place upon a

child who should still be learning and having fun playing with their

friends, it is also a pointless exercise because the grading of these

teams will be a fluid exercise, whereby teams will be moved around

every 4-6 weeks to reflect their ability in the current division in which

they are playing. The purpose of the exercise is to have teams

playing in a like for like environment that will both challenge players

to try hard, and encourage players who are having a tougher time to

be moved to play against teams of a similar ability.

Under 12’s to Under 17’s. These age groups consist of teams

across a variety of divisions. We as a club want every child to be

playing at the best possible level they can be and our teams to be

competitive. To do this we need players playing in appropriate teams.

Therefore, we hold trials for players that wish to play in the highest

team possible in their age group. Our intention as a club is to have

our teams playing in the highest possible division for their ability. For

those age groups that have multiple teams, grading may still be

necessary after trials, so the most appropriate division can be

determined. This cannot be finalised until registrations are complete.

Intermediates to All Age and Over 35’s. We have teams across a

variety of divisions. If you are interested in playing in these ages or

have any questions, please contact admin@blaxlandfootball.com

SPONSORship
We would like to thank all our sponsors for their continued support

and look forward to working with them again in 2023.

MAJOR SPONSORS

SILVER SPONSORS
Finance Connections

All Sports Direct

Active Automotive

BRONZE SPONSORS
Kwik Kopy Penrith

Lennox Tyre and Automotive P/L

SCR Electrical

Star Structures

ASSOCIATE SPONSORS
The Picture Framing Warehouse

Kao Yiu Chinese Restaurant

Blue Mountains Podiatry

East Blaxland Pharmacy

Jacki Gardner Conveyancing

Swim Scapes

The Physio Depot

Scott Plumbing Services

Interested in being a sponsor of this fantastic club?

Contact Justin Harper at marketing@blaxlandfootball.com
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